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skill of mankind increased, as hunting gave way to primitive
agriculture, as primitive agriculture gave way before the plough
and the wheel, as wood and stone were replaced by metal and
finally as mechanical power was brought in, so the average real
income per head increased. This we infer with certainty from
the remains of primitive man; the dwellings, clothes, and be-
longings multiplied and became more ample. This inference is
supported by our direct observation of existing primitive races
which can be regarded, with due reservations, as 'living fossils';
existing agricultural races are, for instance, richer per head than
existing hunting races.

This increased real income per head is not a necessary conse-
quence of increased skill. As we have said, if at any time
population multiplies to the limit of numbers which can be
supported, there will be bare subsistence for all, no matter how
advanced the skill. It follows, that, generally speaking, popula-
tion has not increased to this limit. What held it back? All the
evidence regarding the size of the family in primitive times (and
the evidence is abundant) goes to show that families were small.
This was not due to lack of reproductive power, which was as
great then as now. It was due to certain customs, one or more
of which were everywhere regularly practised. These customs
were infanticide, abortion, and prolonged abstention from inter-
course. Infanticide was practised by the aboriginal Australians,
abortion by the Polynesians and American Indians, abstention
from intercourse by the Bantu peoples of Africa. By one or
other of these means families were kept small; it was not a
matter of disposing of children or of preventing their arrival
when means of subsistence failed; the small family was universal
at all times. There is room for differences of opinion as to how
far these habits were consciously adopted in order to prevent
the population from increasing; all that is strictly relevant here
is that apparently throughout human history up to the advent
of Christianity population was prevented from multiplying to
the possible limit by these means. It is well known, for instance,
that infanticide was prevalent in classical Greece.

Christianity gradually put an end to abortion and infanticide